Realistic Education                     467
eighteenth-century exaggeration. As a reaction against the
formal, repressive school work of the times, whicu aimed at
the eradication of many of the tendencies and activities
natural to childhood, Mulcaster held that education should
not aim either to force or to repress the child, but that " the
end ot education and training is to help nature to her perfec-
tion." Two or three corollaries of great importance follow
from this view of the nature of education ; one, that while all
children can profit by some elementary training in the ver-
nacular, yet on the other hand too many seek the higher
education in the classical tongues which is not fit for all;
another that education of both grades should be for boys and
girls alike ; further, that education in the schools is preferable
to education by tutors. This latter view led to the elabora-
tion of a position that forms one of the remarkable previsions
of che work, that is, concerning the training of teachers. The
arguments for the training of teachers are fully stated, but,
in addition, Mulcaster holds that the universities should pro-
vide for this as for the professions of the law, medicine, and
the ministry. The sixteenth-century prevision awaited the
close of the nineteenth century for its fulfillment.
Aside from the emphasis upon plays, games, and exercise,
with their general physical and moral results, Mulcaster has
little to say concerning the chief feature of sense-realism,
that is, the training of the senses through a study of the
phenomena of nature. But in his views regarding the train-
ing of the body, the limited value of Greek and Latin, the
universal value of the vernacular, the demand for a study of
the child, the demand that education be made pleasurable and
in his view of education according to nature, Mulcaster is
at one with the later members of this group and is one of
'~(heir_ important forerunners.1
i More adequate treatment of Mulcaster will be found in Barnard, English
y, first series, pp. 177-185; Oliphant, Educational Writings of Riihard
(Glasgow, 1903);   Quick, Education^ Rtjormtrs  Qi.VIIi; Quick